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law enforcement, but God bless them 
for the work they do in our commu-
nities. Here is a good example. Just 
this past January, our Customs and 
Border Patrol seized the largest 
amount of fentanyl in the agency’s his-
tory ever—largest amount. They seized 
nearly 254 pounds of fentanyl from a 
Mexican national trying to enter the 
United States. It was enough to kill 
more than 115 million people. That is 
the volume that 1 person was bringing 
over—enough fentanyl to kill 115 mil-
lion people. This is why we have to 
make certain we secure that border. 

As I mentioned, the trafficking of 
human beings is taking place. Another 
of the problems is that many adult 
sponsors who are seeking custody of 
children are here illegally themselves. 
The traffickers have adults grab a 
child; they are coming to the border. 
The child is then transferred to some-
one else in the country, and that indi-
vidual is here illegally. It is difficult to 
find out how that child is connected to 
the adult they are taken to. Sometimes 
it could be a labor gang. Sometimes it 
could be a prostitution ring. We don’t 
know. I commend the Departments of 
Homeland Security and Health and 
Human Services, which are taking 
steps to close a big loophole here. Last 
April, the two agencies entered into an 
agreement to ensure that relatives of 
these children are not above the law. 
Under the agreement, DHS and HHS 
promised to share information about 
these adult sponsors so that ICE can 
run criminal and immigration back-
ground checks on them. This agree-
ment is a powerful tool in the fight to 
stop trafficking of migrant children. 
So long as law enforcement can keep 
running these criminal background 
checks on these sponsors, we can hold 
more adults accountable and keep 
these children safe. 

Finally, I want to touch on the wall 
because Border Patrol Chief Provost 
told me during the hearing yesterday 
that the wall was working. The San 
Diego sector has 14 miles of the new 
double fencing that has been approved 
by Congress. It is the first of the sec-
tions of the new wall. Previously, some 
of the old walls were 6 feet high, and 
they were made out of landing mats, 
and they were not successful in deter-
ring illegal entry. The new walls are 30 
feet high, and they stand on steel 
bollards. The barrier is making it 
tougher for illegal immigrants to 
sneak across, and it is helping our 
agents. Our agents have told us repeat-
edly—not for the last few months or 
the last couple of years but, get this, 
for 20 years—for 20 years, they have 
said we need three things: We need a 
barrier; we need better technology; and 
we need more agents and officers on 
the ground. 

These men and women deserve our 
best efforts, and we should be giving 
them what they need. Our immigration 
system is full of legal loopholes and 
physical vulnerabilities. I applaud the 
President’s new asylum changes, and I 

urge each of my colleagues to support 
law enforcement’s needs. They are con-
sistent in asking for these three 
things—barriers, technology, and 
agents. This is what they need in order 
to help keep our Nation safe. 

So as we consider how much we value 
our safe communities, how much we 
want our communities to be safe and 
happy and prosperous, I encourage each 
of us to think about these agents who 
are working to protect that southern 
border, to deal with human trafficking, 
to deal with sex trafficking, and to 
keep illegal drugs off our streets. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent but, had I been 
present, would have voted no on roll-
call vote No. 117, the confirmation of 
Michael H. Park, of New York, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Second Circuit.∑ 
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NOMINATIONS 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today I wish to express my opposition 
to recent nominees who have come be-
fore the Senate. 

First, I would like to express my op-
position to the nomination of Janet 
Dhillon, who was confirmed to serve as 
Chair of the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, EEOC, by a party 
line vote yesterday. The EEOC has a 
critical mission to enforce the Federal 
laws that make it illegal to discrimi-
nate against workers on the basis of 
their race, religion, national origin, or 
disability, and it was the first Federal 
agency to take the position that title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act protects 
employees from workplace discrimina-
tion based on their sexual orientation. 
Like many of my colleagues, I am con-
cerned that Ms. Dhillon has refused to 
commit to uphold the EEOC’s current 
interpretation of title VII as covering 
LGBTQ workers. I am also concerned 
by arguments that were made in legal 
briefs by the Retail Litigation Center 
under Ms. Dhillon’s leadership, includ-
ing arguments in support of policies to 

make it more difficult for employers to 
be held liable for harassment. It is for 
these reasons that I would not have 
voted in support of Ms. Dhillon’ s nom-
ination. 

I also want to comment on my oppo-
sition to Cheryl Stanton’s nomination 
to serve as Administrator of the Wage 
and Hour Division at the Department 
of Labor. Before Ms. Stanton’s nomina-
tion, she served as executive director of 
the South Carolina Department of Em-
ployment and Workforce, in which ca-
pacity she garnished wages to collect 
unemployment insurance overpay-
ments and had a public dispute with a 
staff member who refused to institute a 
personnel action after raising ethical 
objections. I voted against invoking 
cloture on Ms. Stanton’s nomination 
and would have voted against her con-
firmation. 

Finally, I want to address the nomi-
nation of Joseph Bianco for the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit, which I opposed in the Judici-
ary Committee due to concerns regard-
ing his record on such critical issues as 
privacy and civil liberties. I am also 
concerned that the Senate advanced 
Judge Bianco’s nomination even 
though neither home State Senator re-
turned a positive blue slip. 

Thank you. 
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CONFIRMATION OF JANET 
DHILLON 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
opposed the confirmation of Janet 
Dhillon to Chair the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission. The 
EEOC is an independent Federal agen-
cy with an absolutely vital mission: en-
forcing Federal laws against employ-
ment discrimination. But Ms. Dhillon 
has spent her career protecting cor-
porations that are accused of discrimi-
nation by their workers. 

As a leader of the Retail Litigation 
Center, she advocated legal positions 
designed to undermine workplace pro-
tections, especially low-income women 
and women of color. 

The Retail Litigation Center helped 
defend Walmart against wage discrimi-
nation claims filed by 1.6 million 
women who worked at Walmart. In 
doing so, they managed to convince the 
Supreme Court to raise the legal bar-
riers for all workers to bring discrimi-
nation claims. 

In a different case, this one involving 
racial harassment against an African- 
American woman, the Retail Litiga-
tion Center convinced the Supreme 
Court to narrow the legal definition of 
a supervisor. This means that workers 
are now less able to hold their employ-
ers accountable for workplace harass-
ment. 

Both of these were 5–4 decisions that 
were supported by only the Republican 
Justices on the Supreme Court. 

All workers need an EEOC that is 
looking out for them, but Ms. Dhillon’s 
nomination to Chair the EEOC is yet 
another way that the Trump adminis-
tration keeps rigging the system for 
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